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AmendmcntJ^ to the Claims 

This listing of claims will rq)lace all prior versions and listings of claims in Ihc application. 
Lisilngof Clainiji 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for conducting electronic commerce over a network, comprising; 

by consulting a computer database, determining an inventory status of at least one product being 
considered for purchase by a huyer, wherein said determining comprises comparing an 
inventory quantity of the product to an aggregate quantity of the product contained in ttie 
all. electronic shopping carts , and wherein said com]3SXmjUj ac.MQ$-j:pn<;j:atinK a . first 
nQtincat iQaiiuarUiiy_A^.laeJ3y_ api?l ri ni^ th e inventory quantjly; 

and 

informing the buyer of a change in the inventory status, wherein said informing precedes any 
purchase of the product by the buver^. and-w3igLein-S.aid-.informin g occurs if the value of 
fhe^ aggregate „quantift^_is.jeqv|aj to^ or greater than the value of the first notificatmn 
quantity .value . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the inventory status comprises a level of availability of the 
product to be shipped to tlie buyer and the change in inventory status comprises a change in the level of 
availability of the product to be shipped to the buyer. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the inventory status comprises a probability of immediate 
shipment of the product upon purchase by the buyer and the change in the inventory status comprises a 
change in the probability of immediate shipment of the product upon purchase by the buyer. 

4- (Original) llie method of claim 1^ wherein said informing comprises informing the buyer that the 
product is nearing depletion in the inventoiy. 
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5. (Original) 'I'he method of claim 1, wherein said informing further comprises informing the buyer that 
the product may not be available for shipment to the buyer unless the product is purchased within a 
specific limcframc. 

6. (Original) I'he method of claim 1, wherein the inventory status comprises a number of other buyers 
considering the product for purchase and the change in the iuvcnlory status comprises a change in the 
number of other buyers considering the product for purchase. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said determining comprises examining an entry contained 
in one or more electronic shopping carts. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the electronic shopping cart comprises a persistent 
electronic shopping cart. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said informing the buyer comprises sending a notification 
message to the buyer using an electronic mail service. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said infonning the buyer comprises sending a 
noliricalion message to the buyer using an instant messaging service. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said infonnii^g the buyer comprises displaying a 
notification message upon a video display screen viewed by the buyer. 

12. (Original) ITic method of claim 11, wherein said displaying the notification message comprises 
using a dynamic content window fonmed by a Java applet or an ActiveX control script, 

13. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein said examining comprises examining the entry stored 
onto a storage medium of a server. 

14. ^15. (Canceled) 
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16, (Currently Amended) I he method of claim -tSJ, wherein comi^aring further comprises generating a 
second notification quantity value by applying a safety margin factor to the first notification quantity 
value, and MMCijLsaid informing occurs if the value of the aggregate quantity is equal to or greater than 
the value of the second notification quantity value. 



17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said informing the buyer comprises 
selectively informing the buyer based on a ranked profile of the buyer. 

18. (Currently Amended) A system for conducting electronic commerce over a network, comprising a 
server adapted to: 

determine an inventory status of at least one product being considered for purchase by a buyer; 

informing the buyer pr e oGd e a any purchooG of the product by the buyer, whcrcin -the 
s e rv e r is furth e r adapt e d to 

compare an inventory quantity of the product to an aggregate quantity of the product currently 
considered for purchase by the buyer and a plurality of all other buyers; 

ficncrat<?,a .fir$t,no.titlcation..quanUty,valug J?y„.applyjn&.a^ 
qyaQti.ty;. and 

inform the buyer of a change. iu .the...inveutory stat us, wherein said jnfonT»njttliC-bu yc.t-PJe.aedcs 
any.T3urdia$cjaGJbg,ciMu<it-b. ^^ in fonning the buvcr joccurs if 

the.v^lpe, .of tM agg^ie_gate .quanti.ty. js..equ^jo..oj.jgtealeiL lharL.the,iirj5t-s.ec.ond notific ation 
quantity .value > 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said informing comprises informing the buyer that the 
product may not be available for shipment to the buyer unless the product is pxirchascd v/jthin a specific 
timeframe. 

20. (Canceled) 
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21. (Ciirrcntly Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the server is further adapted to gea^ate-a 



generate a second notification quantity value by applying a safety margin factor to the first notification 
quuntity value. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the server is further adapted to perfonn said informing 
the buyer if the value of the aggregate quantity is equal to or greater than either the first or the second 
notification quantity value, 

23. (Previously Presented) Tlie system of claim 22, wherein the server is further adapted to infonn tlie 
buyer using a communication means selected from the group consisting of an electronic mail service, an 
instant messaging service, and dynamic content window. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the server is further adapted to selectively 
inform the buyer based on a ranked profile of the buyer, 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for conducting electronic commerce over a network, said system 
comprising on electronic commerce server, wherein the electronic commerce seiver compris e s includes, 
nolificalion insti"uctions stored on one or more storage devices for informing a buyer of a change in 
inventory status of a product being considered for purchase, wherein said informing precedes any 
purcha.sc of the product by the buyer, and wherein the notification instructions feffa^r-^on^^Fk ^includes 
instructions for generating a notification quantity value by applying a conversion rate factor to an 
inventory quantity of the product and performing said informing if the notification quantity value is equal 
lo or greater than an aggregate quantity of the product currently being considered for purchase by the 
buyer and a plurality of all other buyers. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Pi*cviously Presented) I'he system of claim 25 * wherein the electronic commerce server lijrther 
com]Driscs one or more databases stored on the storage device, wherein the database comprises 
notification data including the inventory quantity^ the aggregate quantity, the conversion rate factor, and 
Ihc notification quantity value. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the notificiilion instructions further comprise 
inslructJons for selectively informing Ihc buyer based on a ranked profile of the buyer, 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the notification data further comprises data associated 
with the ranked profile of tlie buyer. 

30. (Orijjinal) The system of claim 25> further comprising a Web server coupled to the electronic 
commerce server and adapted to interfncc with one or more network clients^ wherein the network clients 
provide means for one or more buyers to conduct electronic commerce transactions with the electronic 
commerce server. 

31. (CuTTCntly Amended) A computer-usable carrier medium comprising: 

first program instructions executable on a computational dcAdcc for dctcnnimng an inventory 
status of at least one product being considered for purchase by a buyer, and wherein the 
first program instructions are further executable for; 

determining an inventory quantity of the product and for determining an aggregate 
quantity of the product currently being considered for purchase by the buyer and 
j a plurality of all other buyers; mi 

ficai0ratim; ,n.fe t ,notific.aJtion_ciuantitv va lue bv applyinj^_a._CQny-e ision. xale-faotor to the 
inventory quantity; 

fiOQcrai jn&.,a, ^.CAond-noiiQ£aJLion-y^ ujiJ3.y„japplYing a safety margin, JaoAorJo^th e. Jirst 
notification quantity va)ue„:..an<^ 

second program instructions executable on a computational device for informing the buyer of a 
change in the inventory status, wherein said informing precedes any purchase of the 
product by the buycr^.and_wh.crciaL-sa id-infonning oc curs if ci.thc.c.the^;>i. oi, sec ond 
notification .qimntity„v a)ue.is equal to or greater th^n ihe.aKfi rcjintg..c].uantitv . 

32. - 34. (Canceled) 
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35. (Currently Amended) The carrier medium of claim 5431, wherein the second program instrtictioniJ 
arc further executable for selectively infonning the buyer based on a ranked profile of the buyer. 

36. (Previously Presented) 'Ihc carrier medium of claim 35, wherein the second program instructions are 
further executable for infonning the buyer using a communication means selected from the group 
consisting of an clcclronie mail service, an instant messaging service, and dynamic content window. 

37. (Original) The carrier medium of claim 35, wherein the second program instructions are fiirther 
execulnblo for informing the buyer that tlie product may not be available for shipment if the product is 
not purchased within a specific timeframe. 
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